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the  AUUUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  I2IDI0A1'  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  192  5. 


;o  1 >he  Chairman  &  Hampers  oi 

the  Rids oner  Horton  Urban  District  Council. 

'•3 nr  lemon , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Annual  Report  for  tife  year 
1929,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instruct i ens  issued  hy  the 

Uni  str ”  o  1  H ea  1th. 


HA RURAL  ana  SOCIAL  COUP IT I CHS  OF 


AREA . 


•a  '  r ,  7  p.  T  g  7  U I C  T  l — 

9970*  Ac  res.  The  district  includes  the  four  Ecclesiasti. 
Parishes  of  Mid  some r  Horton,  Downside,  Clan down  and 

West  fields. 


V.  I  LA TICE 

In  1921  the  population  was  784.0.  The  estimated  population 
for  1925  as  issued  by  the  Registrar  Gene ral  was  Flop, 


*  *n.i 


,■  . ’  •  CAL  FEATURES  &  GREEK  A  L  CHARACTER  OF  THE  AREA 

The  elevation  of  the  area  built  on  ranges  from  300  to  700  ft. 
The  geological  formations  underlying  the  district  are  Lias 
and  Dolomltic  conglomerate  rocks.  Each  of  the  low  lying 
ground  consists  of  beds  of  red  coloured  brick  clay.  The 
Total  Annual  rainfall  registered  at  Eld  some  r  Her  ton  cat  an 
Altitude  of  350  ft.  was  4-0.59  ins. 

HUGER  OF  I  UK  A3 1  TED  HOUSES 

In  1921,  18 30. 

UUHEER  OF  FALL  I  LIES  OR  SEPARATE  OCCUPIERS 

In  1921,  not  known.  The  correct  figures  are  not  available 

for  1925. 

E  A  TRAILS  VALUE  x  SUE  REPRESSETEI.  BY  A  PEHHY  RATE 

.9  22,4-50  and  £  92.  10.  10. 


30 Cl  CCi/DIT It HS  ,  IHOLUDILfO  THE  CHIEF  GCCUPATICH3  OF  IitfKAB I7AUT S  : - 

•me  chief  occupations  are,  coal  mining,  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes,  and  agriculture.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  population 
of  the  district  is  cleanly,  abstenious  and  musical. 
Considerable  unemployment  and  distress'  has  been  experienced 
since  the  War  owing  to  the  shortage  of  work  in  the  boot 
factories,  and  also  in  the  coal  pits.  One  mine  has  been 
closed  down  in  the  neighbourhood. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  :~ 

I3IRTKS 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1925  was 
14-8,  67  boys  and  81  girls,  giving  a  birth  rate  of 
18.12  per  1000  inhabitants.  The  number  of  births 
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v  '  rth  rate  was  31. 1  per  1000  inhabitants. 


V 


DEATHS  i- 

The  number  of  deatns  registered  during  the  year  was  80,41 
Males  and  39  females,  giving  a  death  rate  o±  9. 79  T^r  1000 
.inhabitants.  The  death  rate  in  the  preceding  fOiih  years 

^'l192!4.>  9*81;  1 92  3  >  9.11;  1922 >  9*76;  1921  j  9.69 

The  doath  rate  in  1900  was  13*1,  and  the  average  for  the 
j reseeding  10  years  13.3* 

INFANT  MARTALITYi- 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1925  was  4-0.5  per  1000  births., 
arid.'  for  the  proceeding  four  years 
1924 ,  66i 66;  1923,  24*22;  1922,  64.51;  1921,  56.2. 

The  infant  mortality  rato  in  1900  was  80.8,  and  the  average 
for  the  proceeding  seven  ye- re  112.6,  practically  three  times 
that  of  192,5. 

THE  CAUSES  OF. HEATH  IN  1925  WE3E  AS  FOLLOWS  t- 


Measles 
Influenza 
Encephalitis ) 
Lethargic a  j 
Tuberculosis ) 
Pulmonary  j 
Gt h e r  Tube roulo 3 i s 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Arterio  Sclerosis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  ) 
diseases  ) 

Diarrhoea  under  ) 

2  years  ; 

Apr.endicit  is 
Nephritis 

Bier pc r al  di seas 0 s ) 
or  accident  ) 
Congenital  Debll itv ) 
or  premature  birth  ; 
Heath  from  Violence 
Other  He find  causes 
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39  Total  80. 


NOTIFIABLE  INF 


:cticttc5 


DISEASES  1925 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospitals 

Deaths 

Small  j  0^ 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

10 

■ - 

Diphtheria 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

■ - 

— . 

Puerperal  Fever 

• - 

— 

Pneumonia 

23 

«— — 

8 

Erysipilas 
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— — ~ 

Enciphalitis ) 

Lethargica  , 

4 

- — 
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Anterior 

0 

Poliomyelitis ) 
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Ho  case  c f  Ophthalmia  Heonatonm  was  notified  during 
the  year  192% 


TUBER  OULOS  IS  192,5. 
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a  i  r  h.  89 

luring  the  ± 

irst 

quarter 

and 

the  early  part  of  the 

second 

quarter  of  the  year,  Influenza,  Measles,  Mumps,  and 
Ohlclcen  t ox  were  prevalent  throughout  the  district, 

and 

the  C. E*  School  at 

Wootfi 

elds 

had  to  be 

closed  Q',Ting 

to  tho 

greatly  diminished  attendance.  The  sane  School  was 
closed  on  account  of  a  measles  epidemic  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year. 


..LAI  PRC  VI  SI  OH  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IH  THE  AREA:- 
Hospitals  provided  on  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority, 
or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  -  none  in  this  district. 

Hut  emit  y  -  none  in  this  district. 

%  Children  -  none  in  this  district. 

There  is  a  private  approved  home  for  mentally  defective 
children  at  Horton  House. 

in  PEVBR : -  The  Local  Authority  rents  on  lease  a  semi¬ 
detached  Cottage  situated  on  We  It on  Hill*  This  has  been 
used  as  a  temporary  Isolation  Hospital  for  over  30  Years 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Trained  nurses  are 
obtained  either  from  Bath  or  Bristol. 

The  proposed  erection  of  a  .joint  Hospital  for  this  and 
the  adjoining  districts  has  been  und  -r  consideration  for 
many  years.  Although  some  nine  months  ago  we  were  informed 
by  the  ministry  of  Health  that  this  matter  would  have 
immediate  attention,  there  Is  at  tho  present  time  no  sign 
of  the  building,  and  we  can  only  suppose  the  matter  is 
still  being  carefully  considered. 


5  SHALL  pox  ~  Ho  permanent  building  exist 3,  wood  huts  can  be 
erected  within  a  few  hours  when  required. 


i 
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AEBULAi/OE  FACILITIES  „ 

Cne  Hot crb Ambulance  is  available  .in  the  district  and 
is  used  for  both  infectious  and  uon-iufcctious 
cases. 


CEDE. ICS  &  TREATIES  CEH 

TIES. 

Hone  are  provided 

In  thli 

i  district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OSS X OK®  - 

LOOAL  AUTHORITY, 

1.  Medical  Officer 

of  Her 

ath  part  time. 

1.  Sanitary  Inspector 

part  time. 

PROf cBSXOHAL  miSlSQ  AT 

THE  SC 

wtH »% 

(a)  General  ~  no  nurses  are  provided  %  the  Local 


CD 


,  Authority. 
For  infectious 


as  diseases. 


no  nurses  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  except 
for  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
ano  HidsoiBcr  Norton  itoiing  Association,  ami&ted 
with  the  court y  Huraing  Association  provide®  two 
nurses,  one  for  general  district  work*  the  second  for 
midwifery,  a  thir  murso  is  provided  for  tfc©  Downside 
district  by  a  cep. orate  association. 

There  are  three  Hidwivoa  wording  in  this  area. 

f AHITARY  CIHOUHBTAHOIS  Of  T13  AREA  i- 
V  ATER. 

Constant  Service,  the  supply  cones  from  throe  source 
1,  Downside  (Gurney  Slad©  Spring) 
h.  Rad stock  town  Supply, 

3..  Chil compton  spring, 

Tho  last  named  supply  after  heavy  rain  is  liable  to 
become  cloudy,  which  shows  that  surface  water  from  some 
.  un Known  sour go  gains  admission  and  ma^  he  a  matter  of 
danger, 

STREAMS, 

Tho  Wo it on  stream  is  not  altogether  free  from  pollution, 
The  drainage  of  a  number  of  houses  situated  in  mi 
adjoining  parish  enters  the  stream  somof  of  a  mil©  above 
the  intake  of  the  Mi -.isomer  Horton  bathing  place* 

drainage  ana  sewer a effl  :- 

sewage  is  malniy  disposed  of  by  water-carriage ,  the  sewage 
1b  treated  at  the  Midsomor  Horton  Council  works,  and 
the  RadstocK  works.  Earth  Closets  and  pailu  arc  in  us© 
in  outlying  localities.  Only  a  small  per  cent ago  of 
the  privies  are  fitted  with  flushing  tanks. 

8CAVEHGIHG 

Household  refuse  has  been  systematically  removed  by  the 
Local  Authority  since  1911,  at  Mldsomer  Horton, Welt  on, 
Clandcwn  and  Downside.  Since  the  Council  adopted  this 
Method  of  disposal,  the  insanitary  heaps  of  rubbish 

as  frequently  met  with  before  that  date  are  now  seldom 
seen. 


Appended  is  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  report  for  the 
Year  192 5. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant 
Arthur  Bulleld 
It, O.H. 


26th. March  1926. 
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bahitary  inspector *  s  ahuuai 

REPORT  DOR  TH3  YE.'  R  192. 5. 

rc  tine  Chairman  &  lie  miners  or  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Didsomer  Norton. 


('*.  .1  v-  r  "!  p  tv-,  cv  r> 

vy  >w  ■'  1  -»  v  jL.  v_  • 


-  J 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Rep< 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December  1923. 


sahit 


IUSPHOTICU  Of 


L'l’ 


RIOT  VIHITS, 


The  total  : umber  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
in  all  class  of  Sanitary  w-.rk  were  297  -all  complaints  of 
nuisances  have  been  investigated,  4  informal  notices  were 
served  for  amendments  to  Sanitary  accommodation  which  were 
properly  affected  and  in  other  cases  abatement  has  been 
affected  on  a  verbal  request  to  the  Owner,  as  in  former 
Years  nuisances  arising  from  choked,  and  defective 
drainage,  the  work  has  been  Undertaken  by  the  Council's 
workmen  and  36  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  Year, 

Yne  drainage  to  31  new  houses  has  be  on  examined,  and 
approved,  of  these  26  are  connected,  to  the  Sewerage 


<<  t  ref  T 
v  j  y  Ob' 


an 


9  to 


Jas  spools  new  Sanitary  arrangements 


have  boon 
the  Year. 


rovlded  to  one  of  the  Licenced  houses  during 


d 


Inspections  have  been  made  to  the  Cinema  in  high  Street 
under  the  ministry  of  Health  Circular  August  5th  1920. 

0  DDE.,  hi  YE  _  TRADE? . 

There  are  6  Dish  Driers  in  the  Urban  District 
inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  no  complaints 
of  nuisance  have  been  received  as  arising  from  this  trade. 


.’•C  TORIES  A  HD 


OH'  SHOPS. 


There  are  3s  Workshops  and  Factories  on  the  Register, 
Inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and’ Aotic 
received  from  the  factory  Inspector  have  been  investigated 
and  amendment  affected  as  required.  There  are  5  Bake¬ 
houses  on  tne  Register  which  have  been  lim swashed  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  factory  and 
'•  orkshops  Act,  There  are  no  outworkers  in  the'  Urban 
District . 

HO UHIHO  (IUSPSCIIOU  Of  DISTRICT j  REOULA? ICHf . 


e  o 


Inspections  have  been  made  in  company  with  the 
medical  Officer  ofYHealth.  Under  the  Scheme  adopted  by  the 
Council  for  the  erection  of  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise 
under  Government  Subsidy  29  Houses  have  been  completed 
during  the  Year,  54  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
during  their  erection.  Complaints  of  overcrowding  have 
again  been  received  and  investigated,  but  lack  of  housing 
accommodation  has  made  it  impossible  to  deal  with  them," 
shortage  of  houses  still  make  it  impossible  to  recommend 
tne  closing  of  un. it  dwellings. 
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H  0  U  9  I  N  C-. 


Number  of  new  Houses  orect-od  during  tne  isar  . 


( a ) 


lidW  liuaoc.u  a.  ■-  ^  v ^  c*  ( •*  \ 

Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  un^er  g  ... 

51. 

’’o's  with  state  Assistance  under  tine  Housing  Acts:- 

(1)  3 y  tne  Local  Authority  0 

( i i )3y  other  Bodies  or  persons.  2  9 


mry  1  r  bv:!sll  i  ug  hous  es  . 


jction  —  (1}  Total  number  of  dwelling -bouses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Heal wh^ 

(*2H  ^umber^of 'dwelline-housea  which  yore  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  pihspection 
of  District  )  regulations, 1910,  or  tne 
Housing  consolidated  Regulations  1925«  -^22 

( 3  )i'iU:Gber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  bo  in  a 
State  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ^  ^  -1* 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  01  these 
referred  to  under  the  proceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 


(4) 


2  HEREBY  OB  1  ERECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OR 
BOREAL  notices. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  tho  Local  Authority 
of  their  Officers.' 


A. 


5  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 


(2)Humber  of  dwelling-houses  which  ware  nunkarod 
fit  after  service  cf  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  0 

(b  ;  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners,  0 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  rospect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  Intention 
to  close.  0 

1.  Proceedings  under  public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  bo 
remedied.  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners.  0 

0,  Proceedings  under  sections  11  >14*  and  13-  ot  the^ 
Housing  Act  1923. 
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(1 )  LuwTer  of  re  pro  cent  at  ions  mate  with  a  view  to 
trie  making  of  Closing  Driers* 

( 2 )  ifumber  of  .iwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Criers  were  mate*  1* 

(3)  Junior  of  dwell ing-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  wore  determined*  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  he en  rendered  fit*  1, 

(’a)  Lumber  of  dwelling-houses  in  r  aspect-  of  which 

Demolition  "  Orders  were  made*  0 

(s)  Numlvr  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demllit ion  Orders*  0 


DAIRIES  COWSKZDS  and  KILnSHOPS* 


o  re 

are  now  on  t: 

he  Register  ; 

(a) 

Producers 

3 8 

(b) 

Distribut  ore 

4 

(1) 

Distributors 

who  are  also 

prod ic or s 

16 

(11 

)Diotribut  ors 

only 

4- 

(c)  The  Register  is  complete 

(i)  ho  licences  have  been  granted  to  distributors 
to  sell  pasturised  graded  or  certified  railk. 
(e)  Ko  action  has  been  taken  asvto  tuberculosis 
milk* and  tuberculosis  cattle. 


GLAUG 

have 


•HTYR  1I0UCDS. 

There  are  4  S 
been  regularly 


laught  >r  Houses  in  the  Urban 
inspected  and  found  in  clean 


District  all 
condition. 


AT  &  DCCD  INSPECT I Oh, 


inspections  of  meet  have 
:  s  1  m  gh t  g  r  i  ng  1  nine  d  i  a t  e  1  y  aft  e  rwar  ds . 


been  carried  out  during  hours 
The  meat  killed  in  the 


or 


i can  District  being  generally  of  very  ^ 
ot  been  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizures. 


cl  quality,,  it  has/ 


carca; 


on 


cue  bullock  badly  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  Butcher* 

T.  ere  aro  8  Butchers  shops  in  the  Urban  District  one  of 
■;  leh  .deals  in  frozen  meat  onjy. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  the  course  of  Lectures 
:  r carped  by  the  County  Council  for  Sanitary  Off  leers  in  the 
fall  of  the  Year,  which  were  exceptionally  educational  in  the 
highest  degree  and  will  be  very  helpful  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  of  the  various  local  Authorities  in  the  county  In 
carrying  out  their  duties  under  the  Public  Health 
He  gulat i ons  1 924. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.H*  Sunderland 
Associate  Royal  Sanitary 
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Institute. 
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